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“There is one God, and one mediator between
God and men, the man Cheist (fesus” (2 Tim. 2:5).

Gﬂd, .’ESUS, and the Hﬂly Splr 1t
By Harold Doan and Harry Sheets

Sheets: A few days ago a lady called to ask about theeBieaching of the nature of God
and Jesus and the Holy Spirit. She wanted to khéhey are all the same being and yet
different. We do not know the lady’s name, but weaant to try to answer her question
by showing what the Bible says about God and abesiis and about the Spirit of God.
Doan: Let us look first at some Bible texts which tedl about God, who He is, and what
He is. The first verse of the Bible tells us thiatthe beginning God created the heaven
and the earth.” Whenever the beginning was, Godthere first. Everything that has
been created was made by Him. Hebrews 11:3 malees thatter of faith, saying,
“Through faith we understand that the worlds weagnied by the word of God, so that
things which were seen were not made of things wd@appear.” Some have thought
this refers to the fact that all things are madatofns which are invisible. Whatever the
method of creation, it was completed by God throdghspoken Word. We believe this
by faith. This does not mean that it unreasonablthat wehave to believe it by faith.
Creation by a great, all-powerful God is much m@@sonable than to think that
everything we know in this complex world happengdbcident. Though we do not
understand the “how” of creation, by faith we knibwwas accomplished by God.

Sheets: Someone might have the idea that the phrase “aio@bd” refers to Jesus. We
know from Scripture that God alone created heawehearth. “Thus saith the Lord, thy
redeemer, and he that formed thee from the worain the Lord that maketh all things:
that stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that dptbaabroad the earth by myself’ (Isa.
44:24). The next chapter, verse 5, reads, “I anLtrd, and there is none else, there is no
God beside me . . . | am the Lord, and there irase” (45:5, 6). God alone, with the
counsel of no one, created all things.

Doan: Deuteronomy 6:4 gives us as brief and as cleatarp of the nature of God as
we can find in the Bible. This verse is the bas$idewish belief in one God, and of the
Christian understanding of one, undivided God. “t18dsrael: the Lord our God is one
Lord.” All through the days of the Old Testamemw$ understood by the Word of God
that God was one, undivided God. In this belief/tivere different from the heathen who
believed in multiple gods, or one god who had m@anys. This verse is quoted in the
New Testament by Jesus, and by Paul, to showhbet tvas no change in the nature of
God with the appearance of Jesus the Son of GaGu of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
was the God of Jesus and Paul.



Sheets: We have heard it said that the word “one” useDenteronomy 6:4 denotes
“compound unity.” The word from which “one” is trelated is used often in the Old
Testament and, in every case, it means what it-sdpse,” not two or three. God is one.
Doan: Paul, in 1 Corinthians 8:6, gives us this statarabout God: “To us there is but
one God, the Father, of whom are all things, aadnahim; and one Lord Jesus Christ,
by whom are all things, and we by him.” There ie @od and He has a Son, Jesus
Christ. There are no tricky mathematics here. @weone is two. God is one, and Jesus
is His Son, another one.

Sheets: That introduces the second part of our study.Hate seen that God alone
created heaven and earth, that God is one being.tidém is Jesus?

Doan: John 3:16 calls Jesus the “only begotten Son”ad.3 he word “begotten”

means conceived and born. Jesus is the only indiVieiver born to be the Son of God.
From His conception by the Spirit of God, Jesus @ad’s Son. You and | become
God's sons through adoption into His family througfrist, but Jesus was born the Son
of God. When was Jesus born the Son of God? Wherakdorn of the Virgin Mary.
Sheets. Romans 1:3, 4 tells who Jesus is. “Concerninghbis, Jesus Christ our Lord,
which was made of the seed of David according édlgsh; and declared to be the Son
of God with power, according to the spirit of h@sgs, by the resurrection from the dead.”
Jesus was born the Son of God, of the, lineageawfdd His Sonship was proved by the
fact that God raised Him from the dead.

Doan: The fact that Jesus is the Son of God is very mapb. Notice this passage of
Scripture in 1 John 5:11-13. “This is the recohdttGod hath given to us eternal life, and
this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son Hegh and he that hath not the Son of God
hath not life. These things have | written unto yloat believe on the name of the Son of
God; that ye may know that ye have eternal lifel grat ye may believe on the name of
the Son of God.” Jesus is the Son of God, who ftiedur sins that we might have
eternal life. He was born the Son of God to thegMiMary. God showed His approval of
Jesus and proved His Sonship by raising Him froendibad to immortality.

Sheets: The third part of our question is, “What is thel{H8pirit?” The Bible tells us

that the Holy Spirit is the power of God, the imfhce through which He works in His
creation. The word “spirit” is from Greek and Helrreords that mean either the air we
breathe, beings like angels, a state of feelingh®@influence that a person exerts. Since
we know that there is only one God, and since tbly Bpirit was present at the creation,
though God said that He alone created the eartlcawédnow that the Holy Spirit is the
power of God through which He created the earth.

Doan: In the story of the birth of Jesus in Luke 1: 3®,read the words of the angel to
Mary. The angel said, “The Holy Ghost shall comeruthee, and the power of the
Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore alsohtbbtthing which shall be born of thee
shall be called the Son of God.” Here the Holy GhosHoly Spirit, is called the power
of God, and the one born was the Son of God. IHbly Spirit is a person, then he is the
father of Jesus, and not God, according to thisetéiVe can see, however, that the Holy
Spirit is the power of God, through which Jesus b@s in a miraculous way.

Sheets: There is a lot of confusion concerning the digtorcbetween Jesus and God.
Oftentimes we hear Jesus referred to as God anda&addsus. The Bible makes a
distinction between Jesus and God; it does notusenthem. Jesus took great pains to



show that He is not God. He wanted it understoat e was not stealing the glory of
God and taking His place. When He prayed to Hit&tah heaven at the tomb of Laza-
rus, he prayed, “I know that thou hearest me alwiaysbecause of the people which
stand by | said it, that they may believe that thaat sent me” (John 11:42). Jesus
wanted all to know that His power came from Goti@aven.

Doan: The worst accusation against Jesus was, “He mauseli the Son of God,” or

He claimed to be the Son of God. Even those whe \waking for cause of blasphemy
in Him could never claim that He pretended to b&l.Go

Sheets: We could summarize our study by saying we beltbeeBible teaches that God
is one, that He alone created all things, includiegus; that Jesus is God’s “only
begotten Son,” whom God caused to be born of womuaah that the Holy Spirit is the
power of God through which He works in His creation

Doan: Yes, that would well summarize what the Bible salysut the nature of God,
Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. ‘We glorify God as ¢ime great Creator an Father of all. We
honor Jesus as His only begotten Son our SavialR&deemer. We pray for a portion a
that Spirit of God to enable us to serve Him imgatrway. We hope you know God as
your Father, and Jesus as your Saviour, and thekiyow the power of God in your life.



